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Jsohnson Touc!

e

. CBYREMTIALL McNEIL

e

WASHINGTON, Feb, 3—

Tour after hour President

Jyndon Johnson calls on ihe

raing of government—on in-
ividuals and groups with
clevant knowledge of and
uthority in such matters—
to inform himself as crises
mushroom over the globe.

been in government. He calls

have made carecrs of ldarn-
ng abhout operations and
problems of specific depart-
fnents; on old friends and

_pew whose horse scnse he

He calls on outsiders, too, -
. |hmong them men who have

bn memhers of Congress who
. fashi

allies. , :
It 1y the pattern he used
50 dntenslvely when he was

‘practice then, as now, v»as m
“touch all the bases.”
Not An Automatle Process
Out of dhis effort to in-

~form  himself and expose

himself to & wide spectrum

Cof wews, Johnson trles to

equip himself with the ma-
terials out of which he must
n-~with the help of his
intuitioh— the new and trou-
blesome decisions only the
President ean make.
This 15 not always such a

&sfor'l-

1 pracesg &s soime

" isnever like feeding material -

into a computer, yunching a
button ‘and gebtmg an an-

t h ere are zmpondel a.bles
which in a special way must
crowd in on a man wihen he
realizes that he is the Presi-
dent of all thess. United

States. And even in a man so -

confident and sometimes im-
peluous as Johmnson,. there
must be a fceling it is but
human to err. Err he will
sometimes, If he Las not al:
ready done so. )

Whora dacs the President
sce to help him guide t'he na~

- tion in the trlcky seas of Lore °

SECRETARY OF STATE .
Dean Rusk. His conferences
winth the man Presiden-t Ken- ,

mstant in h]s achmmstratlon
can be numbered by the ~
scare since Johnson' took oﬁ- i
lice Nov. 22,

THE NATIONAL Sccurlty'
Couneil, created by law to ad-
vise with the President in’:
the related fields of defense ,
and forelgn affairs.

THE JOINT Chiefs of Staff i
with thelr own sources of in- |
formation. '

SECRETARY OF DE-'

- FENSE Robert McNamara, |

Continued
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whose acite mind lias made
a deop lmpt o='Ion on the
President.

b JOHIN McCONTE, ﬂwad ol
(the Central Intclligence
Agency, whom be has met
-Edozens of times over the Lict
70 days. .

SUCH CONGRLSSIONAL
experts as Sen. J, W. Ful-
+ bright (D, Ark.), chairman
" of the Torelgn Relations
Committee, and Sen, Rich-
- ard Russell (D., GaJ), chair-

. man of the Armed Services

© Commitlee. Old pals of Sen-
© ate days,. to be sure, but

. knowledgeable. Soma insiders
: say Rassell has had as much

as #nyone to do with “run-

_-ning” the Defense Depart.

“ment and the CIA,
, SUCH OUTSIDERS as for-
nier Secretary of State Dean
. Acheson.

-+ EX.-PRESIDENTS Eisen-

~ hower, Truman and Hoover.

¢  ‘There are others, as well, :

who either have been called !
into the White House or con-

ite deviee, the telephone, -
IIas Held 175 Conferences
Appointment books proba-

+ bly won't show them all, but

i the Presideat has had about

sulted over Johnson's favor- -

175 conferenées, of one sort :

fairs.

. to 1 aan..

Johnson . dealt in ~part with :

or anofher, on forcign af- .

* This is one reason his days -
- pften streteh from 6:30 am. |

his own Johnsonian decision- .

_making processes. in his
weekend press conference,

He said “we have been-

- eonsulting with all parties”
. concerned In the Indonesian-
Malaysian dispute and had
*sent Att, Gen. Robert Ken-

ties the word. ‘
-Calm and Earnest

. We have been in constant
i consultations with our allies
: regarding the troubled course
. of independence in severad

; ~East African states,” he said.

. Hehas been “discussing with .

“ the free nations of Asia” the
problems. raised there by the

i-nedy there to give both par-

French recognmon of Red -

: 'Chma. N

i

Irenetic as Johnson soimme-
timeswas in Iis Senale days,
it was a calm and ecarnest
man—just 10 wecks in {he
world's higgest job—who
started fls first formal tele- |
vised press confcxcnce last
weekend by saying

“Tt is not our dosue or in
our interest {o create an air
for emiergency about these
(forcign problems) or other |
evaonts., i

“Our work proceeds both
day and night, quletly, stcad-
ily, I believe confidently and
I think the American pco-
ple have cvery reason o |
share in that conﬂldence.
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